
 

    QUALITY REGISTRAR 
SYSTEMS 

Page 1 of 3 

Requirements for the Migration to ISO 45001:2018 from OHSAS 18001:2007 DOC 03-3 

 

Issue Revision Date 

1 0 20.06.2019 

 

1     MIGRATION 
 

1.1    General 
The OHSAS Project Group has fully reviewed and endorsed ISO 45001:2018 as the 
replacement for OHSAS 18001:2007. Therefore, once ISO 45001:2018 has been 
published, the official status of OHSAS 18001:2007 will be considered as being 
“Withdrawn” taking account the three-year migration period. This will be 
communicated by the OHSAS Project Group to the NSBs that use OHSAS 
18001:2007 and to the known local Legislators/Regulators that have adopted it in 
their local legal frameworks. 

 
The IAF, OHSAS Project Group and the ISO have agreed to a three-year 
migration period from the publication date of ISO 45001:2018. 

NOTE: Any reference to OHSAS 18001:2007 also applies to BS OHSAS 
18001:2007 and to any national equivalent standard. 

 
IAF Resolution 2016-15 was passed by the IAF General Assembly in New Delhi, 
India on 4th November 2016 endorsing a 3-year migration period to ISO 
45001:2018. 

 
It is planned that the IAF, OHSAS Project Group and ISO will communicate using all 
necessary channels about this Migration process. Training packages, Awareness 
activities, and Webinars are a few examples of what will be created and performed 
by their members in order to be able to properly inform and encourage existing 
customers certified to OHSAS 18001:2007 or any equivalent national standard to 
move to the new standard. 

 
1.2  Validity of Accredited Certifications to OHSAS 18001:2007 

 
The IAF will only promote the acceptance of ISO 45001:2018 accredited 
certificates after the end of the ISO 45001:2018 migration period. 

 
The expiry date of accredited certifications to OHSAS 18001:2007 issued during 
the migration period shall correspond to the end of the three-year migration 
period. 

 

NOTE: Where local legislation/regulation requires accredited OHSMS certification 
and the legislation/regulation has not been amended to reference ISO 45001, the 
validity of accredited certification to BS OHSAS 18001 (or national equivalent 
standard) may be extended. 
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2.0  SPECIFIC GUIDANCE FOR INTERESTED PARTIES INVOLVED IN 
CERTIFICATION AND ACCREDITATION 

 

For any organization, the degree of change necessary will be dependent upon 
the maturity and effectiveness of the current management system and 
organizational structure and practices. Therefore, an impact analysis/gap 
assessment is strongly recommended in order to identify realistic resource and 
time implications. 

 
3.0 Organizations Using OHSAS 18001:2007 

 
Organizations using OHSAS 18001:2007 are recommended to take the 
following actions: 

 
i) Obtain a copy of ISO 45001 (or a copy of the earlier Final Draft 

International Standard if early planning and adaptation is preferred). 

ii) Identify the gaps in the OHSMS which need to be addressed to meet 

any new requirements. 

iii) Develop an implementation plan. 

iv) Ensure that any new competence needs are met and create awareness 
for all parties that have an impact on the effectiveness of the OHSMS. 

v) Update the existing OHSMS to meet the new requirements and 
provide verification of its effectiveness. 

vi) Where applicable, liaise with their Certification Body for 
migration arrangements. 

 
NOTE: Users should be aware that technical changes can occur in the development 
of a standard following the Draft International Standard (DIS) or later draft stage 
document before the International Standard (IS). While organizations can start their 
preparations at the DIS or later draft stage document before the IS, significant 
changes to the OHSMS should not be implemented until the technical content is 
finalized, i.e. either at the Final Draft International Standard (FDIS) stage, or when 
the standard is published. 

4.0 MIGRATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

This document is intended to allow for early planning and adoption of the new 
requirements of ISO 45001:2018, taking into account changes that may still 
occur during the DIS or later draft stage document before the IS. 
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While planning activities are encouraged during the DIS or later draft stage 
document before the IS, it is recommended that organizations exercise caution as 
there may still be further technical changes until the standard is published. 

 
QRS shall keep track of all evaluation activities during the DIS stage or latest draft 
stage document before the IS for full verification at the time of the migration audit to 
ISO 45001:2018 

 
 


